
Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grade Art Lessons       Julie Gallow, Foster Elementary 

For week of 4/20/20-4/25/20 

Let’s Celebrate Earth Day through Art! 

Wednesday, April 22 is Earth Day! 

 

                                                                 

 

Earth Day has been celebrated every 

April 22nd since 1970. The main aim 

of Earth Day is to raise awareness of 

the negative impact our actions as 

mankind have on our environment 

and earth as a whole, and is a day 

for political action and civic 

participation. 

Objective: 

I can celebrate Earth Day by 

creating art from nature or 

recyclable materials.   

I can use color, line, texture 

and form in my art. 

 

Supplies to choose from: 

Thin plastic containers, such 

as fruit and veggie 

containers 

Scissors 

Hole Punch 

Permanent Markers in 

black, blue, green and bright 

colors 

String, yarn or twine The Earth without art is just “eh”! 

This week’s art lesson is 

RECYCLED SUN CATCHERS! 

            

Instructions: 

Please see the following 

Step-by-Step Instructions.  

Optional ideas: 

Instead of using plastic, you 

can gather nature objects, 

draw pictures on paper or 

cardboard or make objects 

out of clay. A fun thing to do 

is making leaf or nature 

imprints in clay.  Poke a hole 

in the top, large enough to 

put a string through, let dry 

and string them up.  Once 

they’ve hardened you can 

paint them also. 



Step-by-Step Suncatcher Instructions      

                                               

                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 1: 

Start with a plastic container.  I used a 

large blueberry container.  Wash and 

dry the plastic and peel off labels.  If 

labels do not peel off easily, either let 

it soak for a while and try to scrape 

them off or use Goo Gone to help 

remove them.  I peeled them off the 

best I could and then used Goo Gone 

to get the rest of it off.  I had to wash 

the container again once I was done. 

 

Step 2:  

This is the clean container before I used 

Goo Gone.  The Goo Gone got the print 

off of the container as well as the sticky 

residue from the labels. 

 

Step 3: 

Cut out flat pieces of plastic, recycle 

the edges. 

 

Step 4: 

Using the Earth and Reduce, Reuse, 

Recycle symbol clip art sheet, place 

plastic over the size Earth you want to 

trace and trace with black permanent 

marker. 



                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 5: 

Color inside the land green and the 

water blue using permanent markers. 

 

Step 6: 

Trace around the Reduce, Reuse and 

Recycle symbol. 

 

Step 7: 

Color in the symbol with green and 

blue permanent markers.  

 

Step 8: 

Draw a rectangle about 2” x 3” and 

draw a tree trunk and branches with 

the black permanent marker. Then 

color in the top with green and the 

bottom with blue. 

           

 

This is the tree colored in. 

         

Step 9: 

Cut the three pieces out of the 

plastic. 



                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 10: 

Punch holes in the top of each piece. 

     

Step 11: 

Using string, tie pieces to one end of 

the string and the other end to a 

branch.  Use one long piece of string 

to tie to each side of the branch to 

hang in window to “catch” the sun! 

     

Step 1:  

Draw a large circle (mine was 5”) 

and tringle shaped rays going 

around the perimeter with a 

permanent marker on a large piece 

of thin, clean, recycled plastic. 

Optional Suncatcher: 

Mexican Sun 

 

            

Step 2: 

Draw a nose, eyes and a mouth using 

a black permanent marker. 



                                           

 

 

 

 

        

 

Step 3: 

Color in your sun using bright colored 

permanent markers. Add patterns 

and lines for extra interest. 

 

Step 4: 

Cut out your sun and punch a hole in 

the top of your sun using a hole 

puncher. 

                                                     

Step 5:  

Tie string through hole in top of sun and make a loop at the top to hang in front of a window on a 

hook. 

*Please see Mexican Sun inspiration sheet on next 

page for ideas on how to draw and color in your sun. 



               

   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       


